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New and Noteworthy:
Young Adult Literature
Ed loves YA literature because it's a road map for the young, first-grade students
he teaches. Mostly, Ed loves YA literature because he thinks that he's that young
adult who still wonders what he wants to be when he grows up. Please say hello
to Ed at espicer@a,ccn.org

Printz Watch 2003
The Michael L. Printz Award is an annual award given by the Young Adult Library Services division of
the American Library Association to a young adult book that is distinguished by its literary excellence. It
was awarded for the first time in 2000 (the winner was Monster by Walter Dean Myers). It is named for a
Topeka, Kansas, school librarian who believed in and stood up for young adult readers everywhere. This
award may also recognize and honor up to four additional books each year. The quality of the writing and
not the popularity of the book is the sole criterion in judging books each year. Books must be published
exclusively for the young adult market, which is defined as meeting the needs of students from age 12 to
18. Books may be fiction or nonfiction. Any book written in or translated into English is eligible for this
award.
Many wonder what the differences are between the Newbery and the Printz Award. The Newbery Award
is limited to American authors; the Printz Award is not. The Newbery Award covers a younger age span
and stops considering books for the award when the committee deems that the book is for students older
than 14; the Printz Award goes up to 18. Each award is determined by a separate American Library
Association committee. The Newbery is governed by the Association for Library Services to Children;
the Printz Award is governed by the Young Adult Library Services Association. Both awards use the
copyright date to determine yearly eligibility. Both awards have a combination of elected and appointed
members who determine winners. The two committees, however, do not communicate with each other,
and it is conceivable that a book could win both a Printz Award and a Newbery. The Printz Award was
established, in part, to encourage both readers and writers of more mature, high quality books that were
previously neglected in the award circuit.
For more information take a look at the Printz Award web site: http://www.ala.org/yalsa/printz.
The John Newbery Award site can be found at: http://www.ala.org/alsc/newbery.html
And the 2003 winners~¥~ might be ...
Here are my picks for the books most likely to win the Printz Award for best young adult literature in the
English-speaking world. But even if these titles get overlooked by awards committees, readers will not be
sorry they read these exceptionally fine novels. Without further ado, in alphabetical order by author (with
apologies to any great new books not read yet):
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Anderson, M. T. Feed (Candlewick Press, 2002, $16.99, ISBN 0-763-61726-1). National Book Award
finalist

Feed is a chilling, apocalyptic tale of greed, instantaneous gratification, and
miscommunication, set in those years just before the moon is annexed as the
51 st state and forests are cleared to make room for more efficient air factories. Although this science fiction tale is bleak, its language is so creative
and funny that you will laugh out loud as visions of your iPod and PDA
"feed" through your subconscious. Titus and Violet's futuristic love story is
certain to be in-the-running for any and every YA award this year. Feed is a
great book for any curriculum examining the role of government, media, or
technology in our society.

fee

Chambers, Aidan, Postcards From No Mans Land. (Dutton Books, 2002,
$19.99, ISBN 0-525-46863-3)
Jacob Todd travels to Amsterdam to learn about his grandfather-a casualty
of World War II-from the woman who took care of him until he died.
Geertrui, however, has more to tell Jacob than he wants to know. Meanwhile, there is the seductive city of Amsterdam, secretive, tempting, but also
testing Jacob. Chambers's writing is so rich and tangible, the reader experiences the surroundings-place, time, and spirit. The tale is told from both
Jacob and Geertrui 's perspectives, and readers will cherish both voices and marvel at the way they come
together to tell so rich a story.
Farmer, Nancy. The House of the Scorpion. (Atheneum Books for Young Readers, 2002, $17.95, ISBN
0-689-85222-3). National Book Award winner.
Farmer's book has already won the National Book Award and is so good
it might walk off with an armload of additional awards. Matteo Alacran
is a clone of drug lord Matteo Alacran, known as El Patron. Unlike most
clones, Matt is allowed to share El Patron's home, learn to read, and even
sit next to his mentor at their annual birthday festivities. Matt believes
El Patron loves him, but is there more to this love than DNA? After all,
El Patron has "loved" many previous clones, too. Will Matt's fate be any
different? In this book that blends political theory, philosophy, science,
religion, and history, Nancy Farmer has
created a page burner that will attract
children-and adults-of all ages.
Frank, E.R. America: A Novel.
(Atheneum Books for Young Readers,
2002, $18.00, ISBN 0-689-84729-7)
In "Then" and "Now" flashbacks we
meet America, a troubled teen at a
residential treatment facility near New
York City. Dr. B., America's therapist, gradually coaxes his story out
of him. While America may not have any dreams, the reader gradually
understands this troubled young man's potential and yearns for him to
find a place for himself. Frank's marvelous Life Is Funny novel was shut
out of the Printz award circle 2 years ago (some say she was robbed).
This may be the year she wins with this sophisticated, insightful book
that should be required reading for anyone considering a career in social
work.
WINTER

2003
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Slade, Arthur. Tribes. (Random House/Wendy Lamb Books, 2002, $15.95, ISBN 0-385-73003-9)
Percival Montmount, budding anthropologist, attempts in objective, scientific terms to understand the disappearance of his father-also an anthropologist. But to understand his father, he must also understand himself. Is this
possible? Slade masterfully combines Percy's serious identity struggle with
a laugh-out-loud text, without diminishing either. The voice in this book is
superb. Tribes is one of those rare finds that allows you to laugh even as you
come to understand Percy's deep-seated pain. The unreliable narrator technique is handled skillfully, and the "I'm on the outside looking in" device is
so clever that readers are seduced by the story without even realizing it.
Other 2003 award winning possibilities include:
Catalyst by Laurie Halse Anderson.
(Viking, 2002, $17.99, ISBN 0-67003566-1)
The Kindling by Jennifer Armstrong
and Nancy Butcher (also Keeper of
the Flame, the second in the Fire-Us series). (HarperCollins, 2002,
$15.95, ISBN 0-060-08048-5)
Breaking Point by Alex Flinn. (HarperCollins, 2002, $15.95, ISBN
0-066-23 84 7-1)
Hole in My Life by Jack Gantos. (Farrar Straus & Giroux, 2002,
$16.00, ISBN 0-374-39988-3)
Shattering Glass by Gail Giles. (Roaring Brook Press, 2002,
$15.95, ISBN 0-761-31581-0)
19 Varieties of Gazelle: Poems of the Middle East by Naomi
Shihab Nye. (Greenwillow Books, 2002, $16.89, ISBN 0-06009765-5)

*
*
*

Big Mouth & Ugly Girl by Joyce Carol Oates. (HarperCollins,
2002, $16.89, ISBN 0-066-23756-4)
Little Chicago by Adam Rapp. (Front Street, 2002, $16.95, ISBN
1-886-91072-3)
Long Night of Leo and Bree by Ellen Wittlinger. (Simon &
Schuster Books for Young Readers, 2002, $15.00, ISBN 0-68983564-7)
Hush by Jacqueline Woodson. (G.P. Putnam's Sons, 2002, $15.99,
ISBN 0-399-23114-5)
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